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   Spring is finally here, starting the boating season for most of us 
and time to bring in a new Bridge for the next year.  Our Change 
of Watch will be on April 9th at the PAYC, details follow in this 
newsletter. During my stint as Commander, my main goal was to 
return our Squadron back to a sense of normalcy, so to speak.   
   Covid upset everybody’s life, how and what we normally did 
changed, just as it changed with our Squadron.  Boating became 
more popular during Covid, what better way to isolate?  Yet as an 
organization we could not hold in person classes, conduct monthly 
clinics or hold monthly business/speaker meetings.  We didn’t 
have much to offer our membership, and as a result, we lost 
members.       
   But now we are back teaching in person classes, conducting 
monthly clinics, and having business/speaker meetings once 
again.  Are things back to normal, no, but we have resumed doing 
what we have done well in the past.  Our membership numbers 
have stabilized, increased marginally even, thanks to you who 
have stayed with us.  Is doing what we have done in the past    
going to work for us in the future?  Maybe and maybe not, but it’s 
a starting point that I felt we had to get to before we go making 
major adjustments.  “Come for the education, stay for the friends” 
is what we are all about, how we best accomplish that in the     
future, that is the challenge we face.   
   I want to thank our current Bridge for all that you have done for 
me and this Squadron this past year, without volunteers like you, 
we do not function. I also want to thank our current Membership 
for your continued support thru these turbulent times.  Without 
Members like you, we do not exist.   
   It has been my honor to serve as your Commander this past 
year, Thank You all for your support.    
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 USPS PLEDGE 

      I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons®;   

 Promote high standards of navigation and  seamanship;  

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;  

 Render assistance whenever possible; and  

conduct myself in a manner that will add  prestige, honor and   

respect to the  United States Power Squadrons.® 

The Mary James 

xo.nosps.tfitz@gmail.com 

TOM FITZPATRICK 

    EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 See you all next month as I am on vacation in Florida 
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   Magic Carpet 

    We had very good attendance at our March dinner event!  Our speakers from the Olympic     Pen-
insula Paddling Club were informative and good questions/discussions developed regarding  the in-
teractions between kayakers and boaters. A bit like, ‘Walk A Mile in by Shoes’ from both     perspec-
tives! 

   Next event is our Change of Watch dinner on Tuesday, April 9
th
 at the PAYC – this will be a 

‘Spaghetti Night’ potluck! Our club will be boiling pasta and putting together a basic meatless       
tomato marinara sauce. Potluck contributions could be meatballs/sausages, garlic bread, salads, 
charcuterie, mozzarella and pesto sauce, desserts.  Time is as below, but for a potluck we’ll be in 
the kitchen earlier in the day, setting up – come by earlier if you have time to help out. And please 
RSVP along with your potluck dish to ao.nosps.dlacy@gmail.com    

 

   Update on the Port Angeles Maritime Festival 2024, June 8
th

 – 9
th:

  We will be hosting a booth 
within the ‘big’ tent, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM each day and need volunteers to set-up and host our 
booth.  The overall theme for the festival is ‘Marine Industry Careers’, sort of a ‘career’ day flavor 
which completely makes sense for the community.  We’ve volunteered to bring knot tying practice 
boards, would anybody like to volunteer for that? My research shows that the following are the     
essential nautical knots:  

Cleat Hitch, Halyard Hitch, Midshipman's Hitch, Clove Hitch, Half Hitch, Two Half Hitches, 
Round Turn and Two Half Hitches, Slippery Half Hitch, Lark's Head, Single Sheet Bend,  
Double Sheet Bend, Trucker's Hitch, Rolling Hitch, Buntline, Bowline, Figure 8 (Flemish 

Knot), Flemish Bend, Flemish Loop, Reef Knot, Carrick Bend, and Anchor Bend. 

   Not sure what ‘practice knot tying’ boards entails…a separate board for each knot? A big board 
with all knots? Both? Real cord or string? I need some help here!   

“To be successful at sea we must keep things simple.” – Pete Culler, Designer, 
Traditional Wooden Small Craft        

 

5:00 – 5:30 Social Time 

5:30 – 5:45 Business Meeting 

5:45 – 6:30 Dinner 

6:30 – 7:00 Change of Watch 

7:00 – 7:30 TBD Speaker 

 
DIANE LACY 

 
Administrative Officer 

ao.nosps.dlacy@gmail.com 

mailto:ao.nosps.dlacy@gmail.com
mailto:ao.nosps.dlacy@gmail.com
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seo.abcofnop@gmail.com  

 Education Officer 

BERNIE ARMSTRONG ABC of NOP Education Update 
 

Please visit your ABC of NOP website, 

to learn what is happening and join in.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:edbl16782@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP 
Come for the Boating Education. 

Stay for the friends 

 

  

         KAREN MAHALICK 
 

           Membership Chair 

 

   kmahalick@hotmail.com  

                                

 

                             

  

 Please send all articles  to:  

Email: alaynef@gmail.com   

 

How to send documents or articles for the Newsletter  

 1. Please have your articles to me by the 25th by 5PM.  
      (If you are going to be late, please let me know) 
 2.  Please use Arial12 pt front for your articles 
 3.  Please Single Space lines 
 4.  Indent 3 spaces with each new paragraph 
 5.  Label your article with your first and last name. 
 6.  Submit all articles in word format and attached to your            
 email. 
 7.  All pictures are to be submitted as .jpg format 
 8.  Run “spell check” before submitting your article 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in making my task a lot easier 
and go a little faster! 

Submissions received in formats  

other than .doc, .docx, .jpg, or .gif 

will not be  published. 

Alayne Fellows, P 

Editor, Straitlines 

  It is Spring and time to prepare for getting out on 
the water to enjoy the days. 

If you would like to check what personal infor-

mation the National website has for you go to: 

https://www.usps.org/member-s-log-in.   

This is also where you will be able to update your 
contact information if necessary. 

I enjoyed getting together with members at the Big Elk Diner for our Dinner Meeting where the 
Olympic Peninsula Paddlers gave an excellent overview of their organization and best practices 
on the water. 

 

 

 

 

Our March 2024 membership stands at 68. 

https://www.usps.org/member-s-log-in
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Bernie Armstrong bernie1221@gmail.com 

Randy Blackburn-Lappin edbl16782@gmail.com 

Ray Mahalick rmeho2@msn.com 

Doug Schwarz dougschwarz@gmail.com 
 

 

  FREE - 2024 Vessel Safety Checks are available & a great way to get ready for an enjoyable &   

safe boating season. 

Please visit the following link, to learn more & make a reservation for a courtesy VSC on your boat.

 https://northolympicboaters.com/civic/vessel-safety/ 

Please contact us if you have any questions.  Thank you from your squadron  

Vessel Safety Check Examiners: 

 

 

mailto:bernie1221@gmail.com
mailto:edbl16782@gmail.com
mailto:rmeho2@msn.com
mailto:dougschwarz@gmail.com
https://northolympicboaters.com/civic/vessel-safety/
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America's Boating Channel   
Understanding Life Jacket Labels 
 
   Let’s start the year by getting our life jackets 
ready for the 2024 boating season. If you cleaned 
and inspected your life jackets   before storing them 
for winter storage, you should know how many 
need to be replaced. Which brings us to our topic of 
life jacket labels. You may be unaware of the new 
labeling system if you have not purchased a life 
jacket recently. Type I, II, III and IV labeling was  
removed by the U.S. Coast Guard from the Code of 
Federal Regulations in 2014, but it is taking several 
years for the legacy designations to be phased out. 
 
 
   To help boaters understand the current labeling system, Season Four of America’s Boating  

Channel offers the video “Life Jacket Labels” in which you are    
introduced to the simplified labels that contain less writing and 
more icons.  
 
   Regardless of your age or experience level, data shows that life 
jackets save lives. So don’t hesitate to replace older life jackets. 
America’s Boating Channel also produced a sequel entitled “New 
Label Benefits” that covers the advantages of the new life jacket 
labeling system. In this video, viewers learn how to interpret label 
icons. Also featured are tips for selecting the right life jacket for 
your intended on-the-water activity. 
 
   Follow the above links or visit https://www.youtube.com/
@AmericasBoatingChannel to find  these and other safe boating 
videos, which are an excellent tool to help recruit participants to 

our educational program and to membership. Invite your friends and neighbors to watch, like and 
subscribe to America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what our organization has to offer.  
 
   In addition to YouTube, these professionally produced high-definition safe boating and boater   
education videos are available via the America's Boating Channel free, on-demand app on Apple 
TV, Roku or FireTV. America’s Boating Channel  is produced by the United States Power Squad-
rons

® 
(USPS) under a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered 

by the U.S. Coast Guard. 

https://youtu.be/9v1_Eed4m90
https://youtu.be/MZ3v6JHPVIo
https://youtu.be/MZ3v6JHPVIo
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
https://click.ml.mailersend.com/link/c/YT0xMzgxMjEzNDU2MjQ1NDU5ODk5JmM9ajJ2NyZlPTU5MzMyNzM0JmI9MzI5OTQ3NTIwJmQ9bjltNnU5eA==.stCfMDKRd5JTJHT0c5dO-Fk0qAQ7OfRzosLTCpipl_o
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CONTACT:Cruising@payc.org  to sign up for one of the many cruises 

mailto:Cruising@payc.org
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      U.S. Coast Guard image by Scott Giard. 

 

SWAP and SHOP  

  If you have an item or items you would like to sell?   

Please send the information to our Editor Alayne Fellows 

 and she will list it here! 
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 Commander  Education & Safety Officer Asst. Education Officer  

 Ray Mahalick  Bernie Armstrong Paul Areida  

    

 Executive Officer Secretary/Treasurer   

 Tom Fitzpatrick Karen Mahalick Members-At-Large  

  Doug Schwarz  

 Administrative Officer  Asst Administrative Officer Open  

 Diane Lacy  Chuck Sullivan Open  

    

  Past Commander  
  Jim Lewis  

COMMITTEES:    
    

 ABC Chair:  Facebook Merit Marks  

   Bernie Armstrong    Karen Mahalick Doug Schwarz Rules Committee: 

      Doug Schwarz 

 Financial Review Nominating:  

 Adopt-A-Marina Coordinator    Tom O’Laughlin    Ken Barnaby Safety Officer 

  open    Marlene Lewis    Ken Williams     open 

     Jim Lewis  

 Budget & Finance: Historian   Ship Store: 

   Judy Armstrong    volunteer needed Photographer    open 

   Karen Mahalick     Volunteer needed  

   Marlene Lewis Law Officer:   Straitlines Editor: 

    Paul Crone Planning Committee    Alayne Fellows 

 Chaplin:      Judy Armstrong  

   Open   Liaison Officers:  SWAG:  

    Paul Kolesnikoff PAYC Port Captains:    Carl Zetterberg. Chair 

 Co-op Charting:     Open - SBYC   Randy Blackburn-Lappin  

   Ruth Kohl   Vessel Safety 

 Media:      Doug Schwarz 

 Cruise Director    Ken Williams Property Officer    Bernie Armstrong 

     Judy  Armstrong    Kathie Zetterberg    Jan Jones    Ray Mahalick 

      Randy Blackburn-Lappin 

 Education& Safety:  Operations Training: Public Relations:  

   Ray Mahalick-Jump Start    Ray Mahalick    Tom Fitzpatrick  

   Bernie Armstrong          

   Ken Barnaby  Membership Radio Technician: Webmaster: 

       Karen Mahalick    Bruce Cutting    Carl Zetterberg 
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Bridge Meeting 

Tuesday April 9, 2024 09:00 am 

Sequim Bay Yacht Club  

All members are welcome to attend 

Straitlines  

Alayne Fellows, Editor  
ABC of NOP 
   Mail: PO Box 431 
 Sequim WA 98382 
 alaynef@gmail.com 

The District 16 Web Page is at 

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

  

Visit the NOSPS Website at   http://

northolympicboaters.com 

NEXT General Meeting & Change of Watch  
 

Tuesday APRIL 9, 2024  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Port Angeles Yacht Club 

Port Angeles  

5:00 – 5:30 Social Time 

5:30 – 5:45 Business Meeting 

5:45 – 6:30 Dinner 

6:30 – 7:00 Change of Watch 

7:00 – 7:30 TBD Speaker 


